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Johnson: Comprehensive Spending Bill Good for South Dakota
Transportation, economic development and Indian Country projects fare well in bill
Washington, DC—U.S. Senator Tim Johnson (D-SD) today outlined the South Dakota priorities included as part of a comprehensive spending package that will fund half of the federal agencies for the 2010 Fiscal Year. The funding measure, known in Washington as the Minibus, will fund priorities including military construction, health care and transportation projects across the state. 
“We are continuing to make progress passing appropriations bills this year, and the funding levels for South Dakota projects fare well in this comprehensive package,” said Johnson, a member of the powerful Appropriations Committee.  “While we still have a ways to go before this bill passes both the House and Senate, I am proud to have included millions for projects in our state. I hope we act quickly to get this measure on the President’s desk.”  

The bill contains six different funding measures, including Military Construction and Veterans Affairs; Commerce-Justice-Science; the Labor, Health and Human Services (HHS), and Education; Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (T-HUD); Financial Services and General Government; and Foreign Operations appropriations bills.  

As Chairman of the Military Construction/Veterans Affairs (VA) Subcommittee, Johnson fought to also secure $134.6 billion for national projects and programs of critical importance to America’s veterans and military troops and their families. Johnson also included a first-of-its-kind provision that would provide advance appropriations for the VA to ensure a stable and uninterrupted source of funding for medical care for veterans.  
Johnson also used his position as Chairman to craft a $50 million national program for renovations to surplus facilities on VA medical campuses to provide housing and services for homeless veterans.  The program will strengthen the VA’s goal of eliminating homelessness among veterans. Johnson also included $30 million to increase the number of Rural Community Based Outpatient Clinics in rural areas for veterans who do not have ready access to VA hospitals. This follows Johnson’s work last year to add $250 million to the VA budget to start a VA Rural Health Initiative.  
Also included is a provision included by Johnson providing $323.2 million nationally for the Homeowners Assistance Program, which provides mortgage relief to military families who are required to relocate during the current mortgage crisis. This funding is $300 million above the President’s budget request.
South Dakota projects in the comprehensive bill include: 

MilCon-VA (Johnson Chair)
Ellsworth AFB – Adal Deployment Center $14.5 million:  The new Deployment Center will consolidate passenger briefing/holding areas, counseling rooms, deployment control center (DCC), supply, cargo storage, cargo processing and admin area.  A new facility will leverage lessons learned to quickly expedite 500 personnel and 600 tons of cargo in 48-hours.

-More-
Joe Foss Field – Munitions Maintenance Complex $1.3 million: The munitions storage area is 16% short of the minimum required space and lacks adequate space for two authorized missile bays, gun ammunition storage, a practice chaff/flares buildup area, and a paint bay.  

Joe Foss Field – Multi-Cubicle Magazine (munitions) Storage $1.3 million: The base requires an adequately sized and properly configured munitions area multi-cubicle magazine (ammunition) storage area in support of a wing of 18 F-16 aircraft.  This storage area is undersized by 64%.  

Camp Rapid – Troop Medical Clinic $1.95 million: The proposed addition and alteration of the Troop Medical Clinic (TMC) will provide additional patient bays, exam rooms and administrative space, which will relieve a serious overcrowding issue within the current facility.
Camp Rapid – Joint Forces Headquarters Readiness Center Addition $7.89 million: The proposed construction of the building addition will consist of the wing that was phased-out of the original construction that will house full-time employees and Guardsmen.  It will provide the necessary administrative areas, classrooms, and Joint Force Headquarters state record storage.  
Commerce-Justice-Science
Boys and Girls Club of Aberdeen, SD - $200,000 This funding will be used by the Boys and Girls Club of Aberdeen to enhance services and programming and purchase property equipment and supplies. 

Boys and Girls Club of Lower Brule - $300,000 This funding will be used by the Lower Brule Boys and Girls Club to enhance services and programming and purchase property equipment and supplies.  These funds will provide much-needed services to youth on the reservation.  

Boys and Girls Club of Marty, SD - $425,000 This funding will be used by the Boys and Girls Club of Marty to enhance services and programming and purchase property equipment and supplies.  These funds will provide much needed services to youth on the reservation.  

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe – Criminal Justice System - $1 million: Funding will be used for law enforcement, court operations, prosecutors, public defender’s office, and detention equipment and operations on the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation.  These funds will create jobs and provide services to tribal members.

Cheyenne River Youth Project - $200,000: The funding would be used to jump-start certain programs and enhance the sustainability of existing programs at the teen center. This proposal would be focused on building sustainability for the project as a whole and each of its programs. The funding would also pay for programming items that are still lacking in the center, such as computers, art equipment, etc.  These funds will provide much needed services to youth on the reservation. 

Oglala Sioux Tribe – Criminal Justice System - $1.2 million Funds will be used for law enforcement, court operations, prosecutors, public defender’s office, and detention equipment and operations on the Oglala Indian Reservation.  These funds will create jobs and provide services to tribal members.

Rosebud Sioux Tribe – Criminal Justice System - $300,000 Funds will be used for law enforcement, court operations, prosecutors, public defender’s office, and detention equipment and operations on the Rosebud Indian Reservation.  

                 
-More-
                                                                                    

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe – Child Protection Services - $350,000 The Standing Rock Child Protection Services provides foster care and protective services to the Native residents of the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation which straddles North and South Dakota.  This funding will provide for 16 new jobs in communities where there are extremely high unemployment rates.  In addition, these funds will be used to provide services to families in crisis.  

Yankton Sioux Tribe – Victim Advocate Program - $25,000 These funds will be used for the Yankton Sioux Tribe’s Victim Advocate Program which provides violence prevention services as well as after-care services when a violent crime has been committed. These services include youth prevention programs as well as community healing programs.  
Labor-HHS-Education
Oglala Sioux Tribe - Ambulance Buildings $800,000 The funding will be used to construct two facilities to house ambulances.  

Avera McKennan Hospital & University Health Center - Avera Reaching Kids Initiative $300,000 The funding will be used for programming costs for the Avera Reaching Kids Initiative. The Avera Reaching Kids Initiative, in partnership with the Sioux Falls Public School District, shifts treatment methods for children’s emotional and behavioral disorders. Avera proposes a family-based approach that brings the treatment from the clinic to the community, integrates prevention with intervention, and delivers treatment to families. Mental health disorders that occur before the age of six can interfere with critical emotional, cognitive, and physical development, and can lead to long-term challenges in school, at home, and in the community.   

Lake Area Technical Institute  - Regional Emergency Services Education Center $150,000 The requested funds would be used by Lake Area Technical Institute to purchase training equipment for fire rescue education and training.  This additional equipment for burn tower training exercises, would allow the Regional Emergency Education Center to produce 20 more EMS and firefighters with Associate in Applied Science in Med/Fire Rescue degrees each year.  The training program is overseen by an Advisory Board composed of members from TSA, Aberdeen Fire Rescue, Mitchell Fire Department, Watertown Fire Rescue, SD EMS Office, Deputy South Dakota Fire Marshall, and the Watertown Medical Community.   

 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe – Tribal Youth Development $100,000 This funding will be used for Alcohol/Drug Awareness and Education and Suicide Prevention.

Native Women’s Health Care - $60,000:  The funding will be used for facilities and equipment.  The Native Women’s Health Care is located in Pennington County and provides obstetrics and gynecological services to American Indians/Alaska Natives in Pennington County.   Specifically, funding will be used to purchase an ultrasound machine. 

Johnson-Thune secured funding:

Rosebud Sioux Tribe - Rosebud Ambulance Building $600,000 The requested funds would be used for construction of a new ambulance facility. The Rosebud Sioux Tribe Ambulance Service is a 24/7 emergency medical service. The RST Ambulance Service area includes Todd, Tripp, Jackson, Bennett, and Mellette counties in South Dakota, averaging more than 5,000 call responses each year. The current building is in dire need of repairs.

-More-
Lake Area Technical Institute - Energy Technology Program $500,000 The funds requested would be used to purchase laboratory equipment enabling the expansion of the institute’s energy-related workforce development programs. To meet the expanding needs for skilled plant operators and maintenance crew members in South Dakota’s energy sector, LATI is  expanding its capacity to produce qualified technicians. The State of South Dakota bonded construction of Energy Technology lab and classrooms, and funds are needed to secure training aids, equipment, and technology, including plant operations simulators and control panel mock-ups.

Rosebud Sioux Tribe - Wiconi Wakan Healing Center $500,000 The funds will be used for the Tribal Youth Suicide Prevention and Early Intervention Project Plan targeting Rosebud Sioux children and youth (ages 10-24) on the Rosebud Sioux Reservation.

University of South Dakota - University of South Dakota Fides Program $500,000 The requested funds would be used by the university to assist disabled veterans returning to college campuses. The requested funds will identify the educational needs for veterans with disabilities, develop a set of best practices for offering services while respecting privacy, and create comprehensive training programs that provide faculty, staff and administrators the knowledge, skills, and resources they need to ensure that student veterans with disabilities have full access to a quality post-secondary education.
Youth & Family Services, Inc. - Youth & Family Services Boys’ Health Program $300,000 The requested funding will be used for programmatic costs for the Youth & Family Services Boys’ Health Program.  The program serves more than 100 males, ages 8 – young adult, in the Rapid City, SD, area that are at high risk for participating in risky behaviors (substance use) and/or have urgent or unmet health care needs.  The program provides health-focused case management, education, advocacy, and prevention services to this at-risk population.

 

South Dakota State University - University of South Dakota Health Sciences Initiative $150,000 The requested funds would be used by SDSU in partnership with USD to support multidisciplinary research focused initially on health promotion and chronic disease prevention. The initiative will combine SDSU and USD strengths and talents in pharmaceutical sciences, human nutrition, obesity prevention, behavioral health, chronic disease prevention, nursing, food science, exercise science, and other allied health areas. Competitively awarded funds will go toward research that will especially benefit South Dakotans because of its focus on the health of rural, aging and Native American populations. 

Transportation-HUD
City of Sioux Falls – South Dakota 100/East Side Corridor Sioux Falls $1.46 million Funding will allow for construction of South Dakota 100/East Side Corridor Project from 26th Street to 57th Street.

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe $588,950 Funding will allow for a street paving project and safety enhancements on a Community Streets Project in Bear Soldier South Community, SD. The Community Street Project compliments the construction of new homes by the Tribe's Housing Authority in Tribal districts.

Oglala Sioux Tribe – Sue Ann Big Crow Trail $487,000 Funding will allow for lighting upgrades and

new construction of pathways on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.  Pathways  include the Sue Ann

Big Crow Trail and the Oglala Trail and Bike Path.  

State of South Dakota – Statewide Bush and Bus Facilities $487,000 Funding will allow for the purchase of buses and facility modernization. 

-More-
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe – Community Center $340,900 Funding will allow for repair of community center facilities. 

Lower Brule Sioux Tribe – Daycare Center $194,800 Funding will modernize and improve the safety of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe Tribal Daycare Center. 

City of Dell Rapids – Carnegie Public Library Renovation Expansion Project $487,000 Funding

will support restoration and modernization of the historic Dell Rapids Carnegie Public Library.

Minnehaha County – Project Safe Home $340,900 Funding will support the construction of a

facility to house the chronically homeless.
South Dakota Science and Technology Authority $389,000 Funding will continue to support the

construction and operation of the Sanford Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory. 
Financial Services

                                                                          

South Dakota Rural Enterprise’s Dakota Rising Entrepreneurial Development - $250,000 The funds would allow for continuation and expansion of the program. Dakota Rising Entrepreneurial Development Program partners with local communities to invigorate rural entrepreneurs and their enterprises, in order to raise rural standards of living through the private sector. 
National funding in the bill of importance to South Dakota:

· Federal Highway Program - $41.1 billion, including $225 million for South Dakota

· Essential Air Service Program - $200 million

· Statewide Transit Service - $9.5 million

· Community Development Block Grant Program - $3.99 billion

· Native American Housing Block Grants Program - $700 million, $55 million increase over the FY 2010 budget recommendation 
· Violence Against Women Act Programs – $418.5M

· CASA Advocates ​​– $15M

· Byrne Competitive Grants – $40M

· Drug Courts –$45M

· Youth Mentoring Grants – $100M

· COPS – $791.6M

· COPS Hiring –$298M
· Tribal Law Enforcement –$40M
###

For more information on Senator Tim Johnson visit his website at http://johnson.senate.gov
