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Stimulus Effective for South Dakota 
By U.S. Senator Tim Johnson (D-SD)

Some have argued that the stimulus legislation has been ineffective in helping to revive our economy. That outlook ignores the true strengths of the legislation – it cut taxes for the middle class, invested in our infrastructure and spurred job creation during the worst recession since the Great Depression. Over time, it has brought important funding home to keep teachers in schools, bridge the gap in Medicaid and fund law enforcement projects, including keeping cops on the job. We have already seen results across our state. 
In mid-October, South Dakota submitted its first quarterly report to the federal government on stimulus spending. Through September, the state already spent $219 million of an estimated $632 million in federal stimulus funding South Dakota has received and may use over a three-year period. This has allowed our state to keep running smoothly as tax revenues dwindled and the economy slowed. The Governor’s office also reports that $132 million will be spent on public assistance programs and $23 million for public safety. 
According to the report, a total of $181 million will be spent for education in South Dakota. Already, funding has kept teachers in our classrooms and will help fund construction projects in at least a dozen of South Dakota’s school districts. That put districts, from Aberdeen to Mitchell to Vermillion, in a position to continue infrastructure upgrades that may have otherwise fallen behind.

Organizations like the Lutheran Social Services of South Dakota received nearly a half a million dollars from one grant alone to expand mentoring programs for at-risk youths. That is in addition to the millions that have also been provided to our reservations to continue the successful Edward Byrne program, which funds crime fighting programs and makes communities safer.
At roughly the same time the state’s stimulus report was released, the South Dakota Energy Office received a grant of more than $23 million to install more efficient lighting, windows and furnaces in state buildings in Pierre and beyond. According to local officials, this funding alone will create 326 jobs and save 39 employees from losing their paycheck. That is no small achievement in a state the size of ours. 

In a rural state, access to quality medical care is crucial. The Recovery Act has increased staff and expanded services at facilities in Fort Pierre, Isabel, Rapid City and Sioux Falls, as well as funding for a new Indian Health Service hospital for the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe. We’re also on track to receive more than a hundred million dollars in stimulus funding for our Medicaid program, which will help meet demand during this trying time. 
The stimulus has ensured that water projects like Lewis and Clark, which received $56 million; Mni Wiconi, $20 million; and Perkins County, $4 million, can move forward despite this economic downturn. That’s on top of annual appropriations I helped secure to keep these projects on track. 
This long list is just the start of how the stimulus bill has touched every corner of our state.   
No one has suggested that turning the economy around was going to happen overnight. This recession has proven to be longer and deeper than many expected, with reforms still needed within the financial services sector. Much of the stimulus funding is still entering the economy, so its impact is not yet being fully felt.  Nonetheless, it is clear that the stimulus is putting South Dakotans to work and making the kind of investments that are vital to our state’s economic growth.

###
