[image: image1.jpg]UNITED STATES SENATOR - SOUTH DAKOTA

TIM JOHNSON

NEWS LEASE





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  
Julianne Fisher - 202-224-1638

Monday, May 4, 2009





Jeff Gohringer - 202-224-1770


**Column for Submission**
Sharing Your Health Care Story Will Help Shape Reform
By U.S. Senator Tim Johnson (D-SD)
Health insurance premiums have doubled in the last eight years, rising at a rate four times faster than wages. We have all watched as more and more people have joined the ranks of the 47 million uninsured in this country, 8 million of them children. 

American families are unable to keep up, and it is clear we need to change the course we are on. Members of Congress have a moral obligation to fix our health care system, and I believe the time has come to address this issue. While comprehensive health reform legislation has not yet been introduced, Congress has begun examining proposals to improve access to quality care while reducing costs. 
As the debate gets under way, I want to hear from South Dakotans on the health care experiences they face every day. I have created a special section on my website for folks to share their stories, the good and the bad, so that I can help ensure the people of our state have a voice in this process.

I realize that this is a complex problem with no easy solution.  I’ve paid my share of rising health insurance premiums and have two South Dakota doctors in my family. As a patient, I have a tremendous appreciation for the medical miracles that happen in our nation every day. Unfortunately, far too many Americans are left to worry that those miracles are being put further out of reach. 
In rural areas, one in five people lack health insurance. Small businesses, the backbone of our local economy, face a heavy burden as they try to pay skyrocketing health insurance costs for their employees. Even our agricultural community is hurting, with one in five farmers nationally fortunate enough to have health insurance also carrying medical debt. Statistics like this highlight why it is so imperative we address this issue. It is not just the uninsured that are struggling.  

Many people in our state are forced to live paycheck to paycheck, and are just one illness or tragedy away from not having any care at all. This is simply unacceptable. I believe the cost of inaction is just too high. 
Within the first few days of launching this section of my website, I have already received dozens of responses from folks across our state. Business leaders, health care advocates, and hardworking people have all taken a moment to visit my website and tell me their story. Their experiences make clear that people are really looking for common sense solutions. 
There is no better way to develop those solutions than by hearing directly from South Dakotans. I urge everyone to visit my website and share their experiences with me. Your feedback will be an essential part of the process as I work with my colleagues in achieving meaningful reform.

I know South Dakotans can play an important role, and I encourage each of you to visit http://Johnson.Senate.gov and tell me your health care story. 
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